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Abstract

The Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT), which was opened for
signature in July 1968 and entered into force in March 1970, has been the core component
of the international nuclear non-proliferation regime. The key to the entry into force was
the West Germany’s signature of the NPT. The Soviet Union had been firmly resolved that
the FRG’s signature was precondition for its ratification, and the United States had pursued
the joint Soviet-U.S. ratification. However, West Germany refused to sign the treaty in July
1968, and it took a year before its final decision to join it. This paper examines the U.S.
efforts to secure the West Germany’s signature of the NPT, particularly focusing on the last

year of the Johnson administration and the first year of Nixon administration.
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