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. #3XEE Thesis overview and summary of the presentation.

The dissertation thesis addresses the issue on financial inclusion through the mobile phone-based
technology, in particular, mobile money which enables people to send and receive money through mobile
phone in rural Africa where people had the least access to formal financial services until the technology
became available. The number of mobile money users have been very rapidly increasing throughout the
country of Uganda since it started in 2009 and changed the financial environment dramatically within a
short period of time. Since this new movement can bring revolutionary changes to lives in rural economies
in Africa, it attracts enormous attentions from researchers and practitioners. However, we have not known
much about its real impact on livelihood in rural Africa because of limited number of related studies. This
thesis fills the literature gap by examining the impact of mobile money adoption especially on educational
and agricultural investments of rural households using unique household level panel data covering the
periods before and after the mobile money service being available. Utilizing the panel structure of
household survey data, he analyzed its causal effects using the difference in differences approach combined
with the instrumental variable estimation. The research is very timely, uses unique data and appropriate
methodologies, finds interesting statistical evidence on the effects of mobile money, and, hence, contributes
to the knowledge accumulation for the literature. There are two main analytical chapters in the thesis,
which are potentially publishable in international academic journals.

The first main chapter (Chapter 3) examines rural households’ educational investment behaviors
in relation to their mobile money adoption. It finds that the adoption of mobile money induces a 32 per cent
increase in per school-age child educational expenditure and 4 percentage point increase in the likelihood
of school enrollment of school age children.

The second main chapter (Chapter 4) examines the effect of mobile money adoption of rural
households on their agricultural investment and finds that small scale farmers who have adopted mobile
money are 5 percentage points more likely to have adopt high yielding variety seeds thereby leading to

productivity gains and consequently higher income. The study identifies increase in remittance receipt as
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the main channel through which mobile money adoption induces investment. These results imply that
attempts at boosting investments in education and intensifying farming systems will require governments

and other stakeholders to design affordable financial services.

. FEWE Notes from the Degree Committee (including changes required to the thesis by the referees)

Following the Ph.D. dissertation defense by Mr. Tabetando on April 26, 2017, the degree committee meeting
was held with attendance of Profs. Yamauchi and Iwata from GRIPS, Dr. Yamano as an external examiner
from International Rice Research Institute and Prof. Matsumoto as his main adviser from Otaru University
of Commerce.

The referees agreed that the presentation was done well and the thesis examined very important
issues for rural development and had very interesting empirical findings. Thus, the referees judged that he
passed the defense.

However, the referees also agreed that his thesis had large room for improvement in terms of
writings and some of the analyses. Then, they suggested that the comments made by the committee members
should be incorporated for the final version of the thesis. Given the number of comments raised by the
committee members, they expected that Mr. Tabetando needed to spend a few months for the revision of the

thesis.

. B R SCRERR KSR Confirmation by the Main Referee that changes have been done to the

satisfaction of the referees

Mr. Tabetando has revised his thesis and incorporated most of the comments by the referees.

The referees read the revised version again carefully and found that his thesis quality had
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been improved dramatically and satisfied the required quality as a Ph.D. thesis. He provided

the list of the changes he made corresponding to each of the comments.

4, KB EFE Final recommendation

We recommend that the degree of Ph.D. in International Development Studies be awarded to

Mr. Tabetando.
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