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STUDY ON BUILDING MANAGEMENT IN NEW ZEALAND’S EMERGENCY POLICY

Masaru SUGAHARA

In December 2019, a new building management system for emergencies was included in New Zealand’s Building Act 2004. This

study explored the system’s details and its position in the legal frameworks for disaster management and comparatively analyzed it

along with relevant systems in Japan through a survey of the respective acts including the Building Act and the Civil Defence

Emergency Management Act, related plans, and other documents. Both countries were found to have similarities in assessment

procedures, damage evaluations, and placards for evaluation results. Characteristics of the New Zealand system existed in the legal

framework for disaster management and the involvement of related parties. For instance, building management during emergencies

is comprehensive, integrated, and detailed based on respective acts, plans, and guides. The national government maintains a

three-tiered capability system for assessors of building damages by providing training and keeping a national register to help

territorial authorities evaluate the sufficiency of assessors in their respective areas.
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