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{Abstract>

The purpose of this paper is twofold. The first aim is to explain why Sweden embarked
on a nuclear weapon program and why it was shelved after many years of heavy
investments. The second, and even more important, aim is to outline the nuclear
reversal process in which the Swedish government invested much political will into
creating an international legal framework for preventing the spread of nuclear weapons.
In the 1950s, Sweden had a national nuclear weapons development program. This program
aimed to combine the double objectives of nuclear weapons acquirement and civilian
nuclear power production. But by late 1960s, the meaning of the nuclear weapons had
changed drastically, and the foreign policy objectives of Sweden changed accordingly

The signing and later the ratification of the NPT in 1970 by the Swedish government
meant both in theory and practice that the concept of security had undergone a
significant change, from a situation where nuclear weapons where seen as tools for
protection and deterrence to circumstances that considered them as threats to

international security and Sweden’ s own survival as a nation.
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Jonter, Sverige, USA och kirnenergin. Framvixten av en svensk kdrndmneskontroll 1945-1995
(Sweden, the United States and nuclear energy. The emergence of Swedish nuclear materials
control 1945-1995), SKI Report 99:21 (Stockholm, 1999); Sweden and the Bomb. The Swedish
Plans to Acquire Nuclear Weapons, 1945-1972, SKI Report 01:33 (Stockholm, 2001); Nuclear
Weapons Research in Sweden. Co-operation Between Civilian and Military Research, 1947-1972,
SKI Report 02:18 (Stockholm, 2002); The Key to Nuclear Restraint. The Swedish Plans to Acquire
Nuclear Weapons (London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2016).
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1. BEEEROBEY  HE

2 Ariel E. Levite, “Never Say Never Again: Nuclear Reversal Revisted”, International Security,
Vol.23, No.3 (Winter 2002/03), pp. 59-88.

3O TEEBAZE~y v 7| 12OV TIEHI 21X, Wyn Bowen, Matthew Moran, and Dina
Esfandiary, Living on the Edge Iran and the Practice of Nuclear Hedging (London: Palgrave
Macmillan UK, 2016).
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DI OIITIE G PME D o ToRE R EREIN AT = =T IR ETH D L
9 ?60)’(3?)@ ZTOERT D E AT, YRFD VHED O OB 5B &
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forskningsanstalt: FOA ) | ¢ MR A x4 ThH 2L L+ 1= x ¥ — (AB
Atomenergi:AE) | OB 2368 L=, AE iiﬂlﬁuﬁi‘ﬁﬁﬁ’@‘éé\jﬁifkw NNEY
FIC K DIRFHPEEDBFICHELZA D T2DIC1 9 4 THRISHRLE L, HIH
@%%Egﬁﬁf’%@éoiiﬁ?‘/@%%kﬁﬂﬂjf%oto IV E AT DA
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Y IREAIINC BT A A Y = — 7 O ERBBORIZE L TIXLL F A2 S M, Ulf Bjereld, Alf W.
Johansson, and Karl Molin K., Sveriges sikerhet och viirldens fred: svensk utrikespolitik under
kalla kriget (Stockholm: Santérus, 2008), pp. 60-117.

IR T T VEMIZA S OREEO T T, 1940 FRFEARD D 50 FARHIBITT
T, BOBAY =2 —7 O EREEFEZ XL W2 25 L TW5, Tage
Erlander, 71955-1960 (Stockholm: Tiden, 1976), p. 75 et passim.
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® Thomas Jonter, “The Swedish Plans to Acquire Nuclear Weapons, 1965-1968: An Analysis of
technical Preparations”, Science & Global Security: The Technical Basis for Arms Control,
Disarmament, and Nonproliferation Initiatives, Vol.18, No.2 (2010).
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. FEREBITHOF O— ANTH H o723, M IZBARF BT 2 20
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" Thomas Jonter, “The Swedish Plans to Acquire Nuclear Weapons, 1965-1968: An Analysis of
technical Preparations”, Science & Global Security: The Technical Basis for Arms Control,
Disarmament, and Nonproliferation Initiatives, Vol.18, No.2 (2010).
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OB 21X T —ik, BRiRa2EE T2 LI T2E LD EELZRIZAETT
B NEVER L. O BEIMEICESAT L7=, “Press Release about the so called tactical nuclear
weapons”, Erlander’s archive FIII, Labour Movement’s Archive and Library (ARAB).
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12 “Forskningsprogram for framtagande av underlag for konstruktion av atomladdningar”
(Research programme for the production of basic information for the design of atomic explosive
devices), 4 July 1958, Swedish National Defence Research Institute, H 4041-2092, the FOA
archive.

13 “Forskningsprogram for framtagande av underlag for konstruktion av atomladdningar”
(Research programme for the production of basic information for the design of atomic explosive
devices), July 1958, Swedish National Defence Research Agency, H 4041-2092, the FOA archive;
“Forskningsprogram avseende skydd och forsvar mot atomvapen” (Research programme
concerning protection and defence against atomic weapons), 4 July 1958, Swedish National
Defence Research Agency, H 4040-2092, the FOA archive.

14 Bill 1958:110; SU B 53; rskr. B 83.

15 Karl Molin, “Party Battle and party responsibility. A study of the social democratic defense
debate” in Klaus Misgeld, Karl Molin and Klas Amark (eds.), Social Democratic society. 16
researchers on social democratic policy, and society (Stockholm: Tidens forlag, 1989), p. 336.
16 Jonter, Sweden and the Bomb, pp. 45-53.
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1966, p. 579, (Stockholm: Kungl. Samfundet for utg. av handskrifter rorande Skandinaviens
historia, 2002).
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FHEIO—F & UTHEST T 5 &0 9 BAIOWREIZZEMANTITM D Z & TE D,
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ST,

8 K. Molin, “Partistrid och partiansvar. En studie I socialdemokratisk forsvarsdebatt” in Klaus
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