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I. XER

Since cognitive skills have been shown to be more important than years of schooling in
cross-country economic growth models, it is now widely accepted that mere school
attendance is not an effective measure of future earnings at both individual and national
levels. Several studies have assessed the impacts of the Universal Primary Education (UPE)
policies introduced in many developing countries of Sub-Saharan Africa (SSA) since the
1990s. The focus of many of these studies has, however, been on the enrolment benefits of
these policies. Very little attention in the literature has been devoted to assessing, at the
pupil level, the actual learning attained from public school classrooms. Also, internationally
valid empirical studies addressing learning attainment in SSA currently are still lacking.

This study utilizes an internationally standardized and comparable dataset from the
Southern and East African Consortium for Monitoring of Education Quality (SACMEQ) to
measure the learning impacts of the UPE interventions in Uganda and Kenya. It, further,
assesses the pathways to the observed test score outcomes and the differential impacts of the
interventions across gender and socioeconomic statuses. We utilize the grade six pupils’
reading and math test scores from the SACMEQ region of fifteen countries in SSA to
estimate the impacts of the UPE Quality Enhancement Initiatives (QEIs) in Uganda and the
Free Primary Education (FPE) policy in Kenya.

The study finds that the interventions were associated with declines in test scores
for both reading and math in both countries’ public schools. The gender and socioeconomic
learning impact differences were found to be insignificant in public schools. Test scores for
private schools in Uganda were found to have declined more than for public schools, thus
meaning that the QEIs were effective in reducing the learning declines attributed to UPE.



Grade six teachers’ effort, frequency of school inspections, teacher absenteeism, the
proportion of open-air classes and local community involvement in school operations were
found to be the important channels explaining the observed test score changes.

0. HFE®RE
Tk 2648 H 4 H O3 U KR E AR/ CICHI i x, EATH DMAASRBEZ. BlIE

ORI LR, HPE—ERdz, INE B, T e (ERIEEBORE)

WX DHEEZBERVHINIZ, TORE KGRI HOWTKRO X S g RN H S,

(1) BAFEARLEICBI2HBFER EAEOEME L VWO HE T —~< (2B L T, EEsg
REZRF AT — 2 2 VT, BRI IZFRESH T 21T > T D,

(2)  FEA. BEREONBHICB W THERICER STV IR, EESITICES S = ET A
MREZDIRNT =~ THDDOT, FHC, 4% - 5ECEMI W DRI CEEEDR
W ET UV AEZBOR LT Z @G CE B,

(3)  Fr r=TEulirzEo [EHEHEE (6 F) ([ZBWW T, RERZRBUR O 572 DR,
BUR E N T OFAGAEOE N THIITE D L0 5 5 S IEF IS HRGE  FHli ¢ & 5,

(4) 72U SRR OMRIZ OV T, BIZREIINICEER S TW A EFIREA I D D
T, RWCEEEORMR & 5, Bl21E, BT T2 5 LoD, otk R4 %
TTRFZE D im DO SR THER T 5 Z & TR ORI LOBOREEN L PIfiZ 2
LEbNS,

(5)  F7- IEOMAMICONT, HHBRE2ETHM SN TVILINR TS THD, L0b
JRCT —~ %o e TiFSE (B Z1F, Lucas & Mbiti (2012)) & O\, FFl/eH
RRDFERBEONIZONE TEICHER L, AFROEMMEEZ BRI ETh D,

L LT, ARSUTFRMICEERNEEZ LD, BERBOREE VAT L2 ENHARFED

ML LTSHIb LW EHFERLBOBRN %KL, ERTHEMINIZRIZO N TEEL

Db, FLaRETRETHL LW TSN,

D%, FAHEE I EEORED TSR XOURT 21T Tc, FEZBRN LI XEERD

I ONW TR T BN, BRIC OV TER L, 570 LRS- TIEE L7 &b

DI Z L AR LT,



